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sensitive to feminine beauty, and the feminine element was
a necessity to him, less in the form of intimate relation-
ships, than as a constant atmosphere in which he liked
to move.
In the course of years in a career like his susceptibility to
flattery could not be avoided. It fitted into the whole
bright scheme of things. He did not care to hear adverse
opinions about himself or about his art. As the years went
on, ever fewer of his friends dared to make a critical remark ;
they adored him, but they also feared him. His friendship
and his loyalty meant a great deal not only in themselves
but also in their potentiality. Paderewski believed that
no one knew him as well as he did himself; no one knew
his methods as well as he, and therefore no one had the
right to criticize. To him criticism was not a form of
friendship or loyalty.